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Editorial - Unfortunately the Editor missed the hard work at the track 
since the RVLS most enjoyable sunlit visit early in September.  A note of 
thanks was received from the RVLS Chairman for our hospitality.  The visit 
on 1 October by LMMES was cancelled due to bad weather - (and running 
in support of the Marsh Mill lights event in late November suffered a 
similar soggy fate)!!. My next visit to Thornton (more or less intact) was 
on a sunny late October Sunday to witness the clean up and repair work 
undertaken in my absence and described below.  Regrettably funds raised 
from the sale of scrap were nullified by the cost of repair to the Class 20 
handset - please take care when handling and storing the clubs ageing 
equipment!!  My grateful thanks to Alan R. for his articles below.  All our 
members, their families and our supporters are wished a Very Happy 
Christmas  and a successful (drier) New Year in 2018!! 
 
Diary of Events - FyldeSME members are urged to support running days at 
Thornton throughout the year when weather permits (if in doubt phone 
our Secretary on the number above between 1230 and 1300  on the day)   

 Sunday afternoons between 1330 and 1600 hours 

 Wednesday afternoon winter maintenance work 1330 onwards 

 G Wizz Ex. White Church, St Annes - Sat 9 Dec 2017 (1000hrs) 
             (Members are requested to arrive before 0900 hrs for set-up) 



G Wizz Xmas Exhibition - The popular local garden railway event will 
restart again this year, but at The White Church in Ansdell - starting at 
1000hrs (setup at 0900) on Saturday 9 December 2017.  The Manchester 
Childrens Hospital Cancer Ward will be this year's supported charity.  
Please note the new venue and contact Brian if you would like to support 
this worthy charity event and provide display items  if not please come in 
support on the day if you can.  Smaller/lighter exhibits are recommended. 
 
Station Building Repairs - Some weeks back saw Norman, Christopher and 
other members repair the damaged concrete panel on the back wall of 
the station building. This damage was caused by the local yobs trying to 
get in. It was found that a spare concrete panel that we had would not fit 
so a plywood panel was created instead. This was reinforced by a second 
plywood panel inserted behind it. When all was screwed together and 
sealed the repair was as good as new. 
Christopher has also supplied two sheets of plywood to replace the rotten 
front window covers. At the time of writing these replacement covers still 
need fully painting. 
More recently several club members (Alan C, Eric, Phil, Dave and Alan R) 
have been occupied in repairing the front wall where it has also been 
damaged by yobs. A panel had been pushed in and if it had been left as it 
was it would almost certainly have invited more unwanted attention. By 
banging on the wall the vandals had also caused various objects to fall on 
the floor so something had to be done. Gaining access to the inside wall 
required much equipment to be moved off the bench so that the bench 
could be moved away from the inside cladding wall (a lining of plywood). 
This plywood was removed or loosened as required so that the wall panel 
could be eased back into place. Once this had been done it was necessary 
to ensure the panel could not be pushed in again and this was achieved by 
inserting more plywood between the concrete panel and the inside 
cladding. Once everything was screwed tight the panel was quite firm so 
we now hope the yobs efforts to break in will in future be fruitless. A lip 
has been added to the shelf to try to prevent objects sliding to the floor if 
the outside wall is banged again. 
When tidying up it was decided that a scrap yard would benefit from our 
unwanted toothless files, bit of steel etc. and two plastic bags, heavy with 



contents, were taken by Eric to the scrap yard ς we received the princely 
sum of £3.25. Further tidying up on a subsequent day saw Eric take some 
lead to the scrap yard which yielded £16.22. The moral here is that lead 
has some value whereas steel does not. 
Thanks to all who helped with this work. 
AR - 23 Oct 2017 
 
RHDR - The Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway is well worth a visit 
for anyone in the South East, especially on a nice day as these 
photographs shew. For those who are unaware it is 15 inch gauge which is 
the same as the Ravenglass railway nearer to us. In fact locos have been 
on exchange visits on occasion. 
These photographs were taken at the Dungeness terminus, which is on a 
big loop of the single line. The railway is a single line working back to New 
Romney where it becomes dual track back through Dymchurch to Hythe. 
Hythe and New Romney (the main depot) are both equipped with 
turntables. 

 
The loco arriving is Doctor Syn, so named after of the tales about 
smuggling which went on in this area in past times. The black and white 
tower in the distance behind the loco is the modern Dungeness 
lighthouse. There is a much older one nearby that visitors can go up for a 
fee (it used to be free!). 



The Dungeness area is a large shingle bank with a fair number of dwellings 
scattered around ς there is a pub so that is the essentials covered! There 
is a nuclear power station near to the railway terminus and that certainly 
dominates the surroundings. 
The trains do not dawdle when on the move and always give the 
impression of wanting to get the passengers to their destinations as soon 
as possible, unlike some railways in this country. There are many level 
crossings of the line, most of which have automatic barriers. This was not 
always the case as there have been two bad accidents, caused by 
motorists ignoring the flashing lights resulting in derailments, thus 
barriers have now been installed. As a final point, I have never seen a dirty 
loco on this railway they are always immaculately clean ς I have see a 
driver use Pledge whilst waiting at Dungeness. 
 AR ς 2017. 
 
Gallery 
 
(Additional pictures from RHDR article added here) 
 

 
Dr Syns valve gear 

 



 
 
 

 
Hercules approaching with a train of 14 coaches 

 

 
Hercules simmering in the sun before returning to Hythe 

 
 



 
RVLS Chairman driving Brian's City of Truro on 2 Sep 2017 

 
FyldeSME Website (fyldesme.co.uk) - Our website and Facebook pages 
have now recorded nearly 12500 viewings since publication in 2012, 
members are encouraged to visit the pages regularly for latest 
information, pictures and diary events. 
 
Boiler & Steam Tests - Members are reminded to book boiler hydraulic 
and loco steam tests with Ron - arranging a date well in advance! 
 
Next Newsletter - Please ensure that your articles, adverts. pictures or 
other items of interest are forwarded to the Editor in good time before 
publication of the next Newsletter due Mar 2018!! 
 

 


